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SUMMARY 
 
A Consultation Draft Borough Cycling Strategy has been prepared in partnership with KCC, 
with support from members of the Tunbridge Wells Cycling Forum. The document will act as 
a tool to assist in the delivery of the vision and objectives of the Borough’s Transport 
Strategy. It identifies actions to deliver a network of key cycle routes in the borough and to 
promote the take-up of cycling. 
 
Agreement is now being sought to publish the Draft Strategy for 6 weeks consultation in 
September 2015. 
 

 
LINK TO  
 
The Cycling Strategy links to the Five Year Plan including: 
 
Challenges - Addressing transport congestion: improvements to our local network and 
alleviating traffic congestion are crucial in order to encourage growth and improve ease of 
accessibility to Tunbridge Wells. 
 
Paragraph 6.3.2 North Farm Industrial and Retail Park - Next steps: The council will 
continue to work and promote further improvements in North Farm as promoted within the 
South East Local Enterprise Partnership documents. 
 
Paragraph 6.3.3 A26 (Southborough & London Road) - Next Steps: Work with Kent 
Highways Services to implement proposals put forward in the draft Transport Strategy to 
further ease traffic congestion in the centre of Royal Tunbridge Wells and secure funding 
from the South East Local Enterprise Partnership. 
 

 
Report Status 
 
For Agreement. 



 

 
Route to Implementation/Timetable:  
 
If agreed, the document will be issued for public consultation in September, for a period of 6 
weeks.   
 

 
Portfolio Holder Declaration 
 
I confirm that I have read the report and approve it for publication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed: Councillor Alan McDermott  Dated:23 July 2015 
 

 
BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION 
 
1. Interest in cycling has grown nationally and locally in recent years, following prominent 

cycling events that have included the Tour de France, Ride London, and closer to home 
the Great Tunbridge Wells Bike Ride. Cycling has become popular, with a visible 
growth in the number of local cyclists, clubs, related sports and businesses. This 
interest has also been encouraged due to a context of urban congestion and 
aspirations for healthy lifestyles; as a result more residents and business are 
reconsidering how they travel. 
 

2. The preparation of the Borough Cycling Strategy coincided with a public meeting held 
by Greg Clark MP in November 2013, which sought to explore cycling issues and 
encourage partners to further pursue the promotion of cycling and the delivery of 
related infrastructure.  
 

3. TWBC and KCC have jointly prepared a Cycling Strategy for Tunbridge Wells Borough, 
in partnership with the Tunbridge Wells Cycling Forum (which has now been 
established for 18 months). The Forum has been engaged in the preparation of the 
Strategy and the route assessments, and has had opportunities to provide feedback as 
the document and assessments have progressed.  

 
4. The core purpose of the Strategy is to promote cycling and support the delivery of a 

network of high quality cycle routes within the urban areas of the Borough. The Cycling 
Strategy; 

 

 sets out a vision; 

 identifies actions to deliver a series of key cycle routes in the Borough and 
promote the take-up of cycling;  

 provides a policy tool to support engagement with partners and the local 
community. 



 
5. The Cycling Strategy will act as a tool to assist in the delivery of the Borough’s 

Transport Strategy and in particular Objectives 3-6 as follows: 
 

 Objective 3 – Reduce congestion on the highway network, particularly on key 
radial routes into Royal Tunbridge Wells. 

 Objective 4 – Improve travel safety across the Borough especially for vulnerable 
road users, including cyclists, pedestrians and equestrians.  

 Objective 5 – Improve air quality, particularly within the designated Air Quality 
Management Area.  

 Objective 6 – Increase the use of sustainable transport modes including cycling, 
walking and public transport. 

  
WHAT IS THE ISSUE THAT REQUIRES A DECISION AND WHAT DOES THIS MEAN 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS? 
 
6. Those who live or work in the Borough, as well as visitors, already face traffic 

congestion when travelling in and around the area, especially at peak times. The future 
growth of the Borough as proposed in the Local Plan, whilst needed, is likely to 
exacerbate this situation unless measures are taken to manage the existing transport 
network, encourage sustainable travel and provide new transport infrastructure. The 
promotion of cycling for utility purposes in particular, is part of the solution to resolving 
congestion problems, will assist in improving air quality as well as encouraging active 
travel. 

 
7. The Cycling Strategy sets out: 
 

 The national and local policy context; 

 The benefits of cycling – economic, social and health; 

 Proposals for establishing a priority cycle route network in the Borough and 
requirements for maintenance of these routes; and 

 Initiatives to promoting cycling in the Borough. 
 

8. It identifies the following cycle routes (in priority order), most of which have yet to be 
implemented or are partly implemented. 

 

 Route 1 - Tonbridge to Tunbridge Wells via the A26 

 Route 2 - Pembury to Tunbridge Wells via the A264 

 Route 3 - Paddock Wood circular route 

 Route 4 - Routes Across the Commons including NCN18 

 Route 5 - 21st Century Way (town centre to North Farm) 

 Route 6 - Woodsgate Corner to A21 via Tonbridge Road 

 Route 7 - Forest Road to Grove Hill Road via Camden Park  

 Route 8 - A26 London Road to Dowding Way via Barnetts Wood  

 Route 9 - Langton Green to Tunbridge Wells including Rusthall link 

 Route 10 - Ramslye Road to major Yorks Road via Eridge Road  

 Route 11 - Cranbrook Primary School to High Street via Cardinal Road  

 
9. The Cycling Strategy is attached in Appendix B. 



 
WHO HAVE WE CONSULTED AND HOW? (OR WHO WILL WE CONSULT FOLLOWING 
THE DECISION?) 
 
10. The Strategy has so far been prepared following engagement with relevant KCC 

officers, Sustrans (a national cycling charity) and the Tunbridge Wells Cycling Forum. 
 
11. Prior to and during the consultation period, officers will engage with the following: 

 TWBC Management Board / Cabinet 

 Joint Transportation Board 

 County and Borough Councillors 

 Parish Councils 

 Landowners  

 Schools (as necessary) 

 Town Forum 

 Civic Society  

 Cycling Forum 

 Accessibility Group 

 Local residents/businesses (no direct communication) 
 
12. Consultees will receive written communication of the consultation, with meetings held 

as necessary.   
 
HOW WILL THE DECISION BE COMMUNICATED? 
 
13. The Cycling Strategy will be published on the Council’s consultation portal. A press 

release will be prepared and information provided via Twitter (@TWcyclefriday) to 
highlight the publication of the document. 

 
WHAT ALTERNATIVE ACTION COULD WE TAKE?  
 
14. There is no statutory duty to prepare a Cycling Strategy and no national or local 

guidance on how to prepare and consult on a Strategy. However, both TWBC and KCC 
recognise that it is important to have an up to date Strategy in place, to support the 
achievement of the objectives set out in the Transport Strategy, as well as meet 
growing aspirations for cycling. Some neighbouring boroughs have also prepared 
cycling strategies in recent years.  

 
CONCLUSIONS   
 
15. The Borough Cycling Strategy is an important document for partners and the local 

community. It sets out a new vision for cycling in the Borough and identifies a network 
of priority routes. The delivery of the Strategy will be monitored alongside the Transport 
Strategy Implementation Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION FROM JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 
16. The Cycling Strategy was discussed at a meeting of the Joint Transportation Board on 

20 July. A number of comments were made about the Strategy at the meeting and 
some minor amendments have been made to the document for clarification.  



 

 The Joint Transportation Board recommended that the Strategy be agreed and 
taken forward to the TWBC Cabinet for approval to consult. 

 
RECOMMENDATION FROM CABINET ADVISORY BOARD 

 
17. The Planning & Transportation Cabinet Advisory Board was consulted on this decision 

on 13 July and agreed the following recommendation to Cabinet: 
 

 The Cabinet Advisory Board supports the recommendation in the report. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Strategy is approved for consultation. 
  
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION:  
 
To promote cycling and support the delivery of a network of high quality cycle routes within 
the urban areas of the Borough. The Strategy will be a tool to deliver the vision and 
objectives set out in the Borough Transport Strategy. 
 
Contact Officers: Bartholomew Wren, Economic Development Officer, x2128. Hilary 
Smith, Economic Development Manager, x3295 
 

 
Name of Director/Head of Service – Jonathan MacDonald/David Candlin 
Director’s / Head of Service’s Job Title – Deputy Chief Executive/Head of Economic 
Development 
 

APPENDICES TO REPORT 
Appendix A – Cross-cutting issues 
Appendix B – Draft Cycling Strategy  
  
Appendix C Route 1 - Tonbridge to Tunbridge Wells via the A26  
Appendix D Route 2 - Pembury to Tunbridge Wells via the A264 
Appendix E Route 3 - Paddock Wood circular route 
Appendix F Route 4 - Routes across the Commons including NCN18 
Appendix G Route 5 - 21st Century Way (town centre to North Farm) 
Appendix H Route 6 - Woodsgate Corner to A21 via Tonbridge Road 
Appendix I Route 7 - Forest Road to Grove Hill Road via Camden Park  
Appendix J Route 8 - A26 London Road to Dowding Way via Barnetts Wood  
Appendix K Route 9 - Langton Green to Tunbridge Wells including Rusthall link 
Appendix L Route 10 - Ramslye Road to Major York’s Road via Eridge Road  
Appendix M Route 11 - Cranbrook Primary School to High Street via Carriers Road 
 


